Sr 


Win 
$i 


* * 


- 


RT 

Rs 
* 

Se Pets | 


— 
R 


and CoMpANt, 


- 
_ . 
— 


. 
„ „% 


mrs ys ers 


* * 
| 9 #754. 
- > 
©" „ N 7 
PE : 
EE, 3 | ; 
- 


-_ Ie 
% 3% 
3 


— ra — — — 
% 7 — IM 8 
— — ů ů — — 2 
. 75 a. 55 : — —_— 
> i 46:4 9 
- * — —— — 2 6 * —_— 
14 4 a bw - 1 n „ „ PSS 
* ey * * . | 
——— — 2 — —œPß = —— — — —— 5 | 
* * 
* 
* % 
- 
, * 
1 
- 


ER 5 85 
df 


SO DYE 


— = 8 


"0 R dbb the nite 3 1 can 


inportune me, the common Topick for Apology on ſuch 
Occaſions, Perhaps I have likewiſe had Advices 


es. Silence and Suppreſſion. But for this Time 


902 5 + own Opinion. 1 preach'd on the Subjet, 
rok TOE it ſeaſonable to offer ſome Corres- 


tion in Righteouſneſs, to the overgrown Levit f the. 
he; and chiefly for the ſame Reaſon I now make © 


utat I ſaid then, ſtill more publick, I do not think 
my Voice could have diſtinctiy reached my numerous 
Congregation; (a) and they that will, may ſupply by 
the Hye, . they miſſed by the Ear. I have taken 
the Freedom to add a few Things, which the Time 


alloted to that Part of divine Service, and my. o 
Slowneſs 'of Speech, did not allow me to inſiſt upon. 


But I do: not inlarge any Thing which then I did not 


Publication,” (aud if is 4 verbal aue) 10 is but 
1 21 l en F 


ER 


ad the Miſrepreſentations of ſome, 2 the 
Aurcbation of others. Nor do 1 want the Impor+ | 
munity of Friends, whom 1 never once; ſolicited to 


mention... If you take my Preaching for the firſt, 
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In the PRES I have given my. 8 f th 
Stage, And parti) to ſbem that it it u @ nen 
bumourſome Picgue in ne, "and. partly to ati 
thoſe that ſay I bad. advanced. more than 1 ini 
able to prove, J have given. my Neuſti Ol i 
k, it Unc briſtian. I \ bope 10 judicious Chrift ad: 
e "Gentleman, ill call this \flying 
in it E Face of the Goemment, an intolerati 
Riigenel, and à hair braitrd Stupidity, which de 
ſerves no Anſwer but What is ludicrous, Vo 
I fool, u keave, think, "that flying in the Fact 
of the Government, Hefebuts a ſerions arid not'q 
ludicrous Treatment. * I tb believe that the Gert 
men won Bſcourage ! the Stage, were they of 
Opinion mn the Matter. Dey look upon Play-houſet 
_ evith another Eye than I dh; and as 4 7 think the) 
fincerely differ from me, T1 bope they will beliew 
hat I as fi ncerely arffer from them; "and that thy 
will Took upon it as lawful, Fair and Föneft in 4 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, to warn Chriſtians, whentvet 
be bimſelf ts fact Sree of the Unlawfilai; of am 
Fractice 0 of theirs,” and eſpecially of a Pant 
| Diverſio on, which, "without Danger to the Stats, 
may well be 725 fed with, I have beard much of 
the Power of ejudice, Und: of "the" various Opt 
ings and * Paſſages © brd different * ' Minds.” Ard 
therefore, if what I kae ſaid Nola zu ve no 2 
Nuence upon the Juugment of am one, the worft” thal 
4. ſball think of my "Wars rs, that they are e bo 
| 5 tho culpably” in ar * . 
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L 'L the Ways of a Man are Aide 
in bit own Eyes, faith Solomon, 
Prov. xvi. 2. It is natural tos 
ny —_ Man who hath any juſt Notion 
aWE$ of Gop, and of the religious 
1 Duties which he owes him, and 
is at the Came Time impreſſed with the Appre- 
henſions of future Rewards and Puniſhmen 
in order to ſave himſelf the troubleſome Checks 2 
of Conſcience, - and to get rid of his neal 
Fears, to form to himſelf a Set of Principles to 1 
y his Conduct. And if thoſe Principles can. 
"furniſh out 2 compleat Vindication, then, 9 
ng a little lower, he ſubmits EB 
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make Uſe of them, <6, by. and Apologies 
_ to extenuate and leſſen his Faults, after he hath 
pceuſtom'd himſelf to commit them. _ © 
Tukkx is 2 Kind of intelleval or rational 
Neceſliry either of bringing up our Practice to 
dur Principles, or of bringing down our Prin. 
kiples to our Practice. And becauſe there's no. 
thing more intolerable than theRebukes of one's 
own Mind, he uſes all Shifts imaginable to 
make up the Quarrel with himſelf, and is ſur- 
prizingly dextrous and ſucceßful in finding gut 
Rxpedients for the Pyrpaſe /\ Beſides his gebe. 
5 Principles Aawhich” he imagines he belie 

and which perhaps he really believes, he hath 
for his more immediate Ye; qther little pri- 
vate Maxims of his .awny And theſe his ſc. 
condary Notions and Opinions overballance and 
defeat his more general and primary Per 
Many there are who believe the great DoQrines 
and. conſequential Duties of. che Gaspzr ; but 
then they believe with ſuch, Sefvo's and Excepti- 
ens, with ſuch Reſerves and Immitations, with 
ſuch Additiens and. Interpolations, that thoſe 
divine Truths have no Influence at all upon 
their Lives, Tho? one would not be. apt to 
think it, there's ſcarce a wicked Chriſtian in the 
World who bath not a. particular and private 
Religion af his n. It- hath been calculated 
by: the curious, that there were no fewer than 
Sin hundred different Religions, all legally & - 
| el” in * or | heathen Name: But that 
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oh If 


Conſci en in e Face. 
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9 . 3 We. . of a 


wig 


leſs Variety, 5 relifi6us Sentiments, which hath 
and ftill prevails among the Profeflors 
of bur holy, Faith. In this Cafe, 55 may alm 
lay, 4 many | ſen, fo many Minds. © t 

i CANNOT . e brought to have i 0 1 
Opinion of Mankind, as to perſuade myſelf that 
one. who. hath taken upon him the 'Yoke at 


Cnnisr, and looks upon the Gogper. as the. 


Rule-of his Life, and the Law by which he is 
to be jdg ed at the zreat Day, would allow Hime 

ſelf to 14 in the habitual Breach of that Law, 
and in à conftant Neglect of the Duties ot his 


boly, Profeſſion, and at the ſame Time enjoy. 


be De and ""Approbarion of his own Minds 
0 ys, cannot perſuade myſelf of, if he 


bid not ſorh | 
fipport him, and 10 enable bim to Took” 22 


055 imag in that Cob beit en god . 
will never ca 408 to 4 18 57 Account; | 
all his Tg aga ainſt Sin adi 


he fill hopes his ee Soyerei, n los ene | 


Doken merely iu 


with what he; hath 
wa at Taft: ys 

other fan ies. hat T a 
Frailties of d ; afure, Which he is Pre dccount- 
able for, A thitd plegds the int 
of Tewp lation. A 9905 hop 
will grant him Repei 
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capable to commit. <3 fifth Excuſes,  hims 
75 by the Example of . tome of Which, 


e lays, are not better, and others much worſl 


Men than himſelt. It were endleſs to be par. 
ticular. Thus conceited Sinners hold the Truth 
i Unrighteouſneſs, (a) and wofully carry on ths 
Deluſion. to their own Deſtruction; ; ſo true are 
thoſe Words of Solomon, There is a Way which 
 feemeth Right to a Man, but, the, End thereof ar 
the Ways of Death. 0. a 
Axor many ſuch. ruinous Schemes of pris 
tical Religion, there is one Which hath a very 
great Currency with thoſe that ſeerti to bid fair. 
elt for the Kingdom of Heaven: That is, The 
are innocent, People and do no Manner of IN in 
their "Generation. tis not every one that can 
Gy fo. much; but they. that ſay ſo, and think 
themſelves ale, and out of eternal Danger, are 
exceedingly miſtaken, if that. is all they can fay 
for. themſelyes. For Chriſtianity doth not con- 
Eft in not doing ill only, but likewiſe in avi 
Cod. We are the Servarits of God, and Ser- 
vants muſt neither be idle nor ill employed, 
And that our doing do Euil can be no Eren 
for uy not dbing Good, our Logd Irxsus Cart 
Hath taught us expreſly., And becauſe. the De- 
luſion is both common and fatal, the better to 
bear home. the divine Leſſon, and to imprint 
it upon our Hearts and Minds, he hath taught 
* us in the Farable of ten Found commited 


4 « 


CO Rok in. () Prov, x. * . vi 


E 2 


ito ten: Sorngnta, to ibe pub bitictataiad 
improved; of which Parable the Words „that 


10 


have read; are à Part. Occupy till I come. 110 

Bre HN at the Verſe immediately preceed- 
ing my Text, we read theſe Words of our Lonn 
and SAaviouR, A certain Nobleman went mia 


a far Gouniry,. to receive for himſelf a Kingdom, 
and to, return. And be called his Ten Servants, 
and delivered them Ten Pounds, aud [aid unto them, 
Occupy till I come. During als Nobleman's Ab- 


ſence, his own Citizendironk up a Reſolution ta 


reje& him as their Ruler, and ſent Meſſengers 
| or Ambaſſadors after him, tolintimate, in Form, 
this their Fellony and Rebellion. The Noble- 
man nevertheleſs. returns, and firſt. calls his 
Servants to account for the Pounds he had in- 
truſted them with, and then avenges himſelt of 


thoſe. his Enemies who would not have him ta 


rule over them. The Money might have been 


improved, ar; kept uſeleſs, or Cquandered] away: 


But the Account which thoſe Servants. make, 


conſiſts, only of two Branches, Improvement and 
Neu Improvement. For among all the Ten, there 


is not one repreſented to have loſt, or ſquan- 


dered away the Pound intruſted to his Care 
and Management. And of Ten there is but 
one, in the Parable, that was found negligent 


more, in Froportion, miſcarried in the great 


Truſt committed to them. Thoſe that made 
„ þ 2B. 10 n 7h {ah a 


* 


* 
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and idle. Happy were the Chriſtian World, 
in Compariſon of what it is at preſent, af no 
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'& good Uſe of their fas are honoured 10 
i in. Proportion to their Diligence and 
Induſtry. And the ras one's Servant, who 
did not ſquander away, but only kept his Pom 
auſeleſs, is condemned. out of his "Own 1 Mou 
| "for a wicked Servant. 
By this Nobleman, all onderfland « our Lots 
Jaws Cuntsr. By his going to a far County 
10 receive a Kingdom, is underſtood his Af. 
tenſion into Heaven to take compleat Poſſeſſion 
<of his Kingdom as Mediator, to whom al 
-Power is 33 both, in Heaven and in 
(Earth By his Return, me underſtand his 
Return: at the {aſt Day, and others underſtand 


the Deſtruſtion 6f hy Jeni Nation, that had 


ny rejected him: But we may underſtand 
both, becauſe the one is a ntation of the 


| other, 25 may hom by gerath the xxiy, 
| of Matthew. By the Pound, ( 5 we deten 
the Kingdom of the . the Gospxi, ot 
generally all thoſe Gifts and Graces, - Privileges, 
Opportunities and Occaſions which God 8 
-pleaſed to put into our Hands, of knowing and 
doing his. holy Will for our Salvation; and like 
wile all external and temporal Bleſſings, ſuch 
28 Health, Strength, Learning, Wealth, Time 
nnd every Relation we ſtand in; as Magiſtrate, a ne 
Subject; Parent, Child; Maſter and Servant. WW Mor: 
The Servants, then to whom theſe Pounds 
were committed, repreſeat to us, dot only Rub 


* eld ; 4 a 
0 Thirty Ounces of Silxer, e (a) 
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(1) 


the Church of Gon, but likewiſe eve ry putt 
cular Member of it. 


beyond the Scope, in order to obſerve, that Ma- 
improvement of Privileges is Ground of Condemns 


improve, all his Gifts and Graces, and jour uſe 
every Opportunity to the beft Advantage. 
if we hide our Pound in a Napkin, and fand 
all the Day iale, and that not in the Markets 


à conſiderable Alteration in our Caſe to the 
worle) inſtead of being harmleſs and innocent, 
25 we pretend, we are wicked Servants in the 

. and Account of our great Maſter :- 
or faith our LoR D, Out of thy own Meth 
will J judge thee, thou "wicked Sur dau es.. 

Art which notwithſtanding, many Chriſti. 
ans, and in a ſpecial Manner, very many 6f 
thoſe whom Birth, Eſtate, a ſuperficial or. pe- 
dantick Education haye diftinguiſhed froni the 
reſt of Mankind, have formel to themſelves 
e, a negative Kind "of Religion, and eſtabliſhed a 


2 all, or nothing to the Purpoſe. And though 


# in the Govt of our Lokp Jesvs Cnnicy,' 
, 5 chere 
() Ver. 22, 6655 


* 


Jen and Governors, Miniſters and Teachers of 
Wr have no Occaſion to f ſtretch the Parabl N 


nation; and that the moſt innocent, but idle Life, 
that one can poſſibly lead, will not juſtify himin 
the Sight of Go. Our Loxp bath commanded 
us to oreupy till he come, that is, to trade with, and 


But 


place, but in Gop's Vineyard, (which makes 


1. Morality which conſiſts either in doing nothing 


tay 
chere is nothing more expreſſiy condemned. 
yet, in Contempt of their holy Profeſſion, they 


have reaſoned « out to o themſelves: a very idle Wil 1 I 
Rule of Life,” 1 and D 

I BETIIEVE it is * to the ObGrvation of Wl nocent 
all, that a Spirit of Idleneſs and Levity pre. kective 
yails exceedingly in this City; and in Propor. Wi 1. 
tion to the Number and Riches of the, Inhabi. 


rants; more than in any other City in Euro. 
And, as far as I can underſtand, the beſt that 
can be ſaid in Favour of what inhances the 
Time and Thoughts of the gayer Sort, is, that 
they are harmleſs and innocent Amuſements, 
and that to employ their Time in ſuch a 
Manner doth no Hurt to any one. I ſhall 
chere fore make it my Endeavour, with the 
Aſiſtance of 60D, to convince ſuch; that their 
idle Conduct is highly criminal and ſinful; and 
that upon theſe two Accounts, ! 
J. Beck vst an idle Life, made t Plex 
ſures arid Diverſions, however ſo harmleſs and 
innocent in themſelves, 4s e and de. 
fectiye of good Works. ſeem 
II. Bicavar, i nel, it is da and un. ral) 
lawful. 0 
Ir is certain ihat en fin boch by Onſun 
and Commiſſion ; by neglecting to perform the 
Duties of their Profeſſion and Station, and by 
doing Things contrary to, and inconſiſtent with 
them. In ſo far then as they are idle, they 


6 44 * „ 4 


(1 
10 50 Good, and while t ey are idle, it ade 
108 ſtrange if they did no Evil. 
0 I. ISay an idle Life made up of Pleaſures" 
| we Diverſions; however ſo 85 and in- 
f bocent in themſelves, is n and des 
> Wl feftive of good Works. TT 
1. Such a Life is unbecoming the Follows: 
ers and Diſciples of the Logp'Jssvs Curr. 
As Chriſtians we are the Followers of a Cap 
tain made perfect through Sufferings,' and the 
Members under a Head crowned with Thorns.: 9 
We are the Diſciples of a Maſter who went 6 
about doing Good, and ſubmitted to Reproach 7 
and Perſecution for doing it. We read that Ws. 
Chriſt pleaſed not himſelf (a); nol his not having" 1 
pleaſed himſelf while here on Earth, is uſed: 
2 an Argument why we ought not to pleaſe: 
arſelves.- So far was our LORD from pleaſe» 
ing himſelf, that he was a Man of — and 
* thoroughly acquainted with Grief, - The Wor- 
d WM ſhippers of the golden Calf might eat and 
drink, and then riſe up to play, (which now 
ems to be the whole Employment of ſeve· 9 
„nh but they that have taken the LORD IESUS * 
por their Maſter, | have other Buſineſs upon their 7 
Hands, and another Example to follow. Our 
e bleſſed Saviour, during his Abode among Men, 
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add a great many Things, and denied himſelt 

h ſeveral Enj joyments as Man, not ſo much as. . 

y Wis Aa Parts - * his mediatorial _—_— 
9775 's PIR 1 c | | 


Office, a8 OP 5. and Imitation) Au 
he hath laid it down as a preliminary Conditicy 
of our being Chriftians, that we: follow him, ang 
copy in our Lives the Pattern which he hit 

ſhewed us; Ther ſaid Jeſus ums his Diſcijln 
If any Man will come after me, let him am 
 bimfalf (a). It is a Miſtake to think, that oy 
holy Chriſtian Faith requires nothing of w 
but what we are bound to by the Law d 
Nature. One that doth not know or profeſs 
the Gosyrr, may imagine, that he doth hi 
Duty as a reaſonable and religious 'Creaturs 
when he indulges himſelf :in- all Pleaſures, 
in a Way conſiſtent with the Safety of his | 
Healch and Strength, and the Vigour of hit 
imellectual Faculties. But to imagine thut 
Chriſtianity requires no more at our Hand 
than Epicurea Philoſephy doth, is, to put 4 
great Diſhonour upon our holy Religion. Mor: 
tiſoation is a Duty taught (5)exprefly in the 

Goserr, and ſtrongly recommended by the 
Example of our dear Redeemer, While we 
run our Chriftian Race, we are to look unto 7+ 
ſu the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, and 
while we have him in our Eye, pur Lives 
ſhall' be formed by the Model of his Example, 
and not by the Lufts and Pleaſures of this: 
World : We are therefore exhorted by the A- 
poſtle ot to be conformed to this World, but to 
6 tramforned by the mi, of the Mind () 

2 * * 7 e The 


t 
(#) Mar. 16. 24, (8) Col. 3. 5. ) Roms 12,3. 


6 (35 * us which at. 


"þ b was in Cnxisr Jasvs; For he that ſaith be 
nd deth in him, ought himſelf alſs ſo 70 walt, even 
7 he walked (a), 

by 2. A Life of Pleaſures and Diverſions how. 
oer ſo innocent in themſelves, is inconſiſtent 
Nich the Spirit and Strain of the Govt. Our 
% Religion teaches our ſinful and ruinous State 
d Nature, and calls upon us to 12 th 
6 Wiles as Criminals in the Sij le 
would therefore be our great , gal FR 1 
6 ians, to obviate by a timely and continued 
4, Nepentance thoſe Judgments Which our Sins do 
is eſerve. Our ſtated Behaviour muſt then he 
uch as becometh Penitents. And a Fenitent, 
ou know, muſt not Jive to pleaſe himſelf, to 
b blow his own Inclinations, to gratify his Seh. 
, 9 indulge himſelf in Fate and Ldlenefs. 


D 


BY no means, His Buſineſs is ſerious and grave, 
his Vocation laboricus, and ſuch as requires Hi. 

ligence, Activity, Patience and Self denial. fe 
eis therefore impoſſible for a Man, . as a anne, 
„ ind as a Chriſtian, to diſcharg e bie Doty, & | 

d che whole or the main of nis Life is ſpent i 
s Wl Pleaſure, Eaſe and Idleneſs; 14 11e T ought 


ed. . 


$ 
from Morning to Night, and his Dreams fram 
5 gd to Morning, run upon nothing but 2 

min and idle Amuſements of this World | 
that, tho? rhoſe Amuſements in has e 
Were as innocent as liſting ** lying down 
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«the Hand. . The aden on our Souls is th 
great Buſineſs of our Being: And Whaterg 
we do that hath no Tendency to promote ty 

is but idle and impertinent, And what Rely 
tion and Subſerviency have all the Amuſemeny 

of this World, eſpecially ſuch Amuſements 3 
Tagroks our Thoughts, to this nable and neceſ 
fary End ? He that appears the moſt adting 
while he doth nothing to. the Purpoſe, i is a 

s idle and impertinent, as he that doth ny, 
thing at all, - Should the Inhabitants. ofa Cit 
Yefieged by an Enemy, ſpend their Time i 
deaning their Streets and in adorning thei 
"Houſes, not to ſay, in Plays and Diverſions; 
for all their Pains they would act a moſt for lik 

. "Part, while they neglected the Watch and De. 
ferice of their Walls. Our Souls ſuffer a dal 
Siege from the Devil, the World and the P Wy 
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our Thoughts and Time upon Trifles intireh 
eg n to the Defence and Safety of our pre- 
*cious 5104 immortal Spirits, argues, that, inſteal 
of being only merry, as is Preteaded, we: at 
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rs, calls our Salvation the Work of God, by 
* As of his gracious Call, and our Werk, 
ecauſe we hear and obey it. And in this he 
lows the Stile of the Holy Kripturet. Now, 
on the moſt ſuperficial Examination of the 
retended innocent Life, I am now ſpeaking 
painſt, it is manifeſt that it puts us out of Con. 
ha to accept of that Grace of Gop, or to 
er the End and Deſign of it: And con- 
quently it induces Gop,on his Part, either to 
did his Peace altogether, or to ſpeak but in 
weak and feeble Voice, and * we coy : 
ndiſpoſed to profit by his Grace, and the Source 
If all Gospel Lionel and good Actions there- 
y being ſtopt, there is no more Good in us. 
n order to reap Advantage of G's gracious 


ow Call, we muſt hear it, and in order to hear 
ely We muſt give Attention, not in a careleſs ani 
re. tranſitory, but in a ſerious and ſedate Manner, | 
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0 enlighten the Underſtanding, to inftrug and 
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Falvation? Can any dne expect that 5 wil 
work in bin to. will and io do according to hig 
good Pleaſure,” who is ſo far from working ou 


. his: own Salma, that he doth not ſo much a 1 
think upon it? The Gosesr, or the Grace of * 


God, (for ſo is the Gospxl called) (a) an 
have no Acceſs Ad the Minds of thoſe, 5 
Which worldly Buſineſs or Diverſions, by Tum 
take the jntire Foſſeſſion. As the Thorns in 
the- Parable (b) choaked the good Seed that wal 
thrown among them, ſo do your paſt times 
Farties of Pleaſure; Comedies, ; Balls, Gaming 
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kind Time to hear them. And as; a Life ſpent 
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contrary, to the Spirit and Strain of the G05. 
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Diverſions: ate far from being ſo innocent a8 
ye" mag _ For, ing 4 promiſed. to ſhew you 
e oh) 


df Pleaſures and Diverſions i, in inſets, Gaoful 
al Unt bis ion of th e 

. Don't: ine L ben Comtadictiens, when 
Tay that à Lifeſpent in inngcent »Diverſigns 
Red itlelf fitul. For when any Dixerſions, 
however: ſo innocent in themſelves, make up 
hat. Life —— 
Cinful. - By doing no Goο you de Rvil. Idle. 
neſs in itſelf is u State of Sin, desen 


Tf we look into the Lives of ſeveral, Who is 
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” this World, «(and bor 


ther are, or would- a 
Wants and Neteffities 0 


r thakt the Day ig come, Where 
of God (4) And, for this Reaſon; there. is 


what are ſinful. Tknow I ſhall be reckoned a ſe- 
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or their Sake who -think-foy and wiſh them 
a 4 juſter a Opinion of the Thing, Whatever 
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pleſfing: TH Dag Hb . FOR FL oben wh 
afe loft in hug cb e! Forli of Pleaſures, 
and who, from one Diyerſion to another, run 5 
4 hot Chace after their on eternal Ruin 
© SyovrD 1, tor Fear of your abuſing my Com 
ceſſons, puſh the Point 6f werbens beyond 
the Bounds of Chriſtian Morality, then ſhould | 
I ſped une tea for God, (a) and hu my own S = 
by a fraudulent but friendly e fo help 
yours.” I ſhall therefore be loath to ſer your A- 
muſements 'in'a more diſadvantagious Light 
than they deſerve. Nor ſhall 1 nduftriouſty give 
ay one a "Handle to refuſe all, becauſe =. 
is too much demanded. F freely grant, that 
all Kind of Diverfions' are not diſcharged fd 
forbidden all Kind of People, nor will I —4 
that all Sorts of Paſtimes are in themſelves fi Its 
ful and unlawfül. I further own; chat at 
Tent (Thanks to Go for i): our Cod 
is nor a Land of Mourning,” There is no O- 
caſion to baniſh all Joy and Gladneſs out of the 
Land, nor for the Sons and | Daughters of our 
Dun, to wear Sackcloth and Aſhes,” and for e- 
very Countenance to put on Sotro. An 
Which natwithſtanding, the Diverſions of this 
Time "or Place, are almoſt: all of them Gr 
mia, 17 40008 75 
IV youll TY 16 an uhddibied! ad 
: 'Chiriſtian Truth; that all Pleaſures and Der. 
fions become: Criminal and. Sinful, We wo i 
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too good Reaſon to perſuade my ſelf (and would 
to J could. perſuade you likewiſe) ther 
there ar (ow, yea, very few of our ordinary 
Diverſions, but what exceed the Limits of 
| Ghrifianiey Al Pleafares and Diverſions e 
to be regulated and managed accordin A 
End and ue. Now all che V6. of Diverſions 
is. t caſe; the Body and Mind when weariel 
wich Thooght. and Labour. Diverſions, then, 
ar6 only {> far lawful as they unyoke the Mind 
from Study and Meditation, and the Body from 
 D'oil; in order to recruit and refit horh for other 
and freſh Uadertakings. This is their End, 
end this only is [their Uſe. Whatever more 
| comes ite the Matter is n 


| thoſs Tar 4 want 8 Bur SG that are — 

taten with aheſe empty „ler or - 
Av, 40 nothing before them, and as little 
A chem, except to fit and prepare themſelves 


art Te next filly” Entertainment, Al their 
q nates: ks Bot Mer 


mik , 

wand all their-Dalign im r ning land , 
Dire ion Wanne inflead of rendring them · 
ſelves more capat ble to ſerve: their GOD and: E: 
their Generation, is only that they may indulge 
their idle, and childiſh Inclinations, and play 
the Fool continually ; 3 or", perhaps, it is that 
they, may baniſh and ſhut out all ſuch ſerious, 
manly and ; Chriſtian, Thoughts, which other 
wiſe might force — upon their trifling 

Minds. Diverſions, then, only, tor the Sake o 
Dixerſions,.or-for worſe, L;am ſure, no thinks, 
ing Man will judge Chriſtian and lawful, ,; And 
whether,,molt of the many Diverſions, Which 
now prevail in this Citys are either intended 
or managed, for any better urpoſe than ta 
conſume; and ſpend th the Which hangs hea. 
vily upon Hand, or, to > flatter, and indulge à Spi- 
tit of Levity, I leave 10 yourſelves to judge. - 
Aud il this, is the End and Uſe, the Meaſur 
and, Moderation of your, Plays and Farties of 
Pleaſure, I am; ſure it: is an inverting: the Or- 
der of divine Providence, and making hat o 
ther wile is lawful. to ſinful, and conſ · 
quently. your. Sins to become your Pleaſure and 
Dipenion. May the LORD have Mercy upon 
the dangerous or deſperate Caſe, of ſuch poor 
Souls, Diverſions are only good when uſed 
merely for the Relaxation 2 Mind, 2 5 
the Ketreſhment ot the 2. when . 
is wearied. With Work FT 
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of them now un Vogue, - Which neverectan he 


on ful hen uſed: with the greateſt Moderavioh 
is in them Mond; being forbidden by the GOαννi, 
ut Ml © Tactowicthe Admirers of mlawfu. Diybifions 
ah are not diſpaſtd to ſtal/myũůrdithat Hey art 
His e and, which ib marecand worries 'T 
elf m: atraicb theyi are not ſinrely diſpoſedump use 
ich we Word of GOD forritusMen:never mant Ru 
c. Ccegptions from all divine Precepts am Dire ctinii 
t, „ber thay Mae a darlintz Inch natinn t fun 
it. And becauſe Ehave n Time to reaſcmnthe 
711 WM Miter idgifolly- as is requiſite fam pour: n 
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waſte H Time. They occaſih an imlaſtefal 
waſte. df Means and Subſtance.” Fey Ahe 
Th Dev men e eee 
to many Temptations. l i 904k idr io 
Isar they occafion = waſte. -of 
f, Time, Had we nothing to do with our Time, 
ts Wl ind were we not accountable- to GOD for it, 
is chen might we thro it away at our Pleaſure. 
weep Mmprovement or Natumprove- 
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oo ment of it, depends an Eremity of Rappineß on 
| Miſery; there is, nothing of which we ought 
do be better Husbands. Whenever Our Time 
_ draws/near an End; and hen de conſider ou 
Wives; as running iat the Gates of another 
World; What would wre not give fra few. of 
1 [een Days and Vears which We have ſpent in 
Vanity? Time isa Treaſure with: which we 
wma purchaſe à Kingdom which fadeth not > 
'Y way but if we miſpend this Price put into our 
4 this Kingdom is loſt to us; never; neyet 
to be regained. - Therefore to beſtow the whole 
or too much oof. that Ame mall our. Amuſe 
gut in doing — — 
. e beſt, and bmmingtak. _ 


and the grentuft Folly 5 
griley.of 4 When we loſe. our Time, e loſe 
All that depends upon it: And more depends 
upon it than the Heart of Man can conceive. 

{i Excxss of Diverſions occaſians an unlawful 
waſte of our Means and Subſtance, eſpecialy 
the Diverſions no moſt in Faſhion. 1 0 bes 
lieve there is not one chat follows the Pleaſures 

dt this Time and Place, but will pléad that be 
beſtows no more upon them than he can af. 
ford. Take their Word, and they neither 
Avrong themſelves, their Families, nor. defraud 
their Neighbours nf cheir juſt Demands. I wiſh 
E DEI it; for it not 
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wy Biſines-20- examine: be Activity,” But 
n ſnould be otherwiſe; then a Flbod of Sid 
follow. Domeſtick Quarre Neglect of Chils 
dren" unlawfut Delays of Payment of Debts; 
many mean and ſinful Shifts uſed to gain ne-•· 
Credit, and; perhaps at laſt, the Ruin of 'a Fa- 
mil.. This is but a natural Conſequence of a 
idle Life ſpent in Pleaſures.” For Solomote 
bath aid, (a) He that loueth: Nkaſurer, ſhall bb 
, But ſuppoſing the beſt, 8 
Diverſionjs coſt but à Part off What y 
yer: is that Part ill beſtowed when laid 805 "8 
on am exceſſive Uſe of them. When they r 
pass the Limits which our boly Relgion Hh 
ſet to them, every Thing is mifimployed that 
goes along with them. And that Ouerplus id 
the Patrimony. of the Poor, which ye ought t not 
w defraud them of. It ble LORD's Bank fer 
upart for. Works of Charity, and it is a kind f 
Sacrllege to divert it another Way. I know: 
that Want of Cormnpaſſiom t the Poor, is not 
the prevailing Sin of khis Ciry. Your Hearts 
ind” Hands are always open to their Cries, 
and you do all that is incumbent Apen you; 
that there may be ho complaining: in dur Streets, 
And what à Pity then is it chat -a tender“ heart · 
ed Perſon, fould thro**! Inadvertancy, for 'a 
childim Diverſion, deprive hitnfelf 6f- that Re- 
lief und Pleaſure Which accrues” t6 him, in fe. 
liering the Needy: Wants? 
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e Prot. ui. 17. 


7 * * £ 
4 1 . "RET \ 
/ 9 


I 3 "IO 
e and!'nervate che Mind far Piety an 
Derotion. Thie more Pleaſiireiweirkke in yaig 
aul worldly. -Amaſements;-thd leis Plèature we 
take in religious Exercifes!vi Dhe ys and Glo, 
ries above, hzwerlittle Influrnot upon them that 
are immerſed in Plraſures below 2Yaur' Taſte 
indvitiated uith carnal» Heafuüren, nd 5e neither 
daſire nor reliſſi Ipiritual Joys) Your, _—_—_ 
Heaven gram wren, and cyour:Endeavours: t 
in it: becomeiolanguid. dur perpetuil 
kieaſures giue your Mind a triſting Set; ad ren. 
ders it uncapable of ſerious and ſolid Reflections 
Diverfions\eat out the Life and Soul. 3 
cud! And they that Tei Fuße 
i dend ul bey live. (a) That ede 
Apoſtle Fob,” Lobe not the Murla, neither tht 
Things that ars iu the' World, that is inordinate 
By unn Man love: the” Wallth the Lot of the: Fa 
ther: it nt iu bim. ( Waſte of Time, Waſte: of 
Subſtance and. unfitting the Miad for Devotion; 
are: the inſeparable Conſequeners of an Abuſo 
of Diverſions, and always nale up i fert of bent 
the Crime, And then , 
. Exceſs leads be of Temp 
» While ye run from one! Diverſon ta 80 
9 — retend to ſee die World, and to 11. 
attend thoſe Parties of Pleaſures bit in an o 
rable Way. In your Meerings and Aſſemblics 
there's nothing done urn 139 — of 
420 N e- 


( x Tim, v. 6 0 Jeb 1 ian et (3) 


632.) 
committing Sin in your: Divarliqns, is more than 
ordinary; and ye haye Reaſon to be afraid 
ff, your. offending, Gov, more Ways; than turns 
ing your. Pl leaſu by an n exceſing Uk of them, 
into Sin. eee 

Lern a Ferse, in Oing. is Duty, may be 
expoſed. to Temptations, and may be, carried 
away with them; but then theſe are Tempi, 
tions he doth not ſintully or needleſiy run him. 
ſelf into, ae in 1 0 . he hath. Reaſon 
to, ray pe for the reſtraining and 
. of; 1. 2 9 yer bi = 


2 


| 8 
he ee ue. of Node th unto, 0 he cannot 
expect it. Ane i he yields or , with 
Gands, he fins. in not 
pony ot his.own Soul. I ſh; 
with, 2 few Words. by: Way. of Arcen, 
1. Ix there are any hearing m ho | make 
Diverſions the Buſineſs of ei L Life, or "exceed 
in them the Bounds which Religion, and Rea. 
65 have ſer, let me beſeech yo to make bet. 
ter Uſe of what L have ſaid, than to think the 
Preacher. weak or vain for attempting. to corred 
à Fault (if it is one) ſo well -eftabliſhed. by 
the Practice of the e of Mankind. : 
They that know not ow to live themſelves 865 % 
| E 2 


"ke? more watchful and 
now; conclude, 


ke Wend, ſhould. 175 1 upon en to . 

ret their SU sin manners and breeding. 
But Je. know that; every. one ought to do his 
Duty, and refer the Eyent to the Providence of 
GOD.....Minifters, like faithful Watchmen, are 
obliged to blow. the Frumpet and give the A. 
arm, — the Blood of thoſe for — Souls 
they, watch may not be. required at their Hands. 
have done my beſt to expoſe that deluſory 
Fretence that malt People make for an idle 
Lite, that they are innocent and do no Hurt 
in their Generation. Aud it 1 have) done it to 


+ $06 and obteſt you, in 

t our "XL ORD -Jssvs- CnRisr, do 

iſt your Light. And if henceforth. 

ye refolye,.: thro the Grace of GOD, to imploy 

your Time and Thoughts. i in a more honourable, 

manly. and awful Way, your rejoicing. will. be 

the Teftimany of a god Conſcience, in which 

lone. you'll 1455 more Pleaſure chan in all. the. 
1 1 of the, Word. 

1 is poſſible, not wilhſtandin ing "ol 1 8 
laid, you; may find. out ſome Shifts and Evaſj- 
ons, which did. not occur. to mez and with 
thele, ye may fortify vourſelves in your preſent 
Practice. And in ſuch a Gaſe, it may be ſaid 
that L do more Harm than Good with ſueh a. 
Diſcourſe. For it there is not Weight and 
4 ore enough in what, 1 have advanced to 
4 14. Convyictic there may be too much 
1 0 It tends. co abs and e the Mts 


60 « of moe chat ark 1 3) to Arg 
4 terriſie their Souls withithe ſhoching Appear. 
te ance of Guilt,” It being much Petter to le 
you go on in ſinning igtiorantly, than "fo raise 
Scruples in your Minds, Which yotr make 2 
dar Shift 15 e "Dia 15 norenes alway 


| be. A h "irapoMble.”* * 
e 
Duty to Know it. All chat is required” of u 
as Men anÞ Chriſtians,” we are bound to ys 
derſtand. Our very Enoranbe, therefore, 
crimitial, and ſo is our confequ ent Practice. | 
Bur Af your Plays aud Di verſiotis dare fads 
s von may freely and Hfely forbear"altpyther, 
of ule with eat gh oor there is n Hard. 
ſnip put upon you in 'perſi Wan, "your td the: 
ſafer Side: And the very i ſpicion of the 
Unlawfiheſ of any dne of them, 8 your 


— 
v 


forbearing, is enough and dught tO determine 
you. here are many Cafes Wherein a Nan 
may be out of his L Duty either in doing, Or for- 
bearing, and may be in Danger of offending 
this or the other Way. But when all the Dan. 
ger is on one Side, and none at all on the other, 


the leaft Scruple of Mind of that Side in which 


the Danger lies, ſhould determine them to take 


the other. Ye will not needlefly truſt or expoſe 
your Eftate or Health when you think that Both 
or either may be loſt. Be wiſe likewiſe © unto, 
* do not * Souls, "only 

| * 


5 5 


| (35) - e 
for a Eick, upoh any Uncertainties is or May- 
be en ye have Abundance of, Di effzons 
ungdeſtiondbly lawful. and ate, it is, a Sin tg 
make Choice, f thoſe of a alp icious Lanta 
and of certain, Danger. i 

. Lr thoſe bog my. "Heaters wh are not 
given up o Diverfions, and have neither Time 
5 Inclinations for them, remember that they 
may notwithſtanding, be as Idle and ill Servants, 
as. he that hid his Poun in A Napkin. . Tho 

ye riſe up early. and fit u up late, and. earn yqu 
Nl Bread with hard and continued Labour, 
yet it ye. do not make your Labour ſubſeryient 
to the great End of your. Being, ye are but 
idlely [ci The- great and onl | Piece of 
Work, which God "hath committed to ou, 
Care, is the Salvation of your Souls. There 
but this one. Thing needtul, and all Things 10 ag 
fore that do not 3 5 promote | and ſecure. 
that, are needleſs. be needleſſy or 
idlely imployed, is the 99 wite 12 11 5 
ſet the Glory of Cod before. your Eyes 3 and 
then how, a and laborjous ſo ever your 
Lives may be, yet in the main, ye live a Life 
bid with. Gilt, Ve are in your Duty. Aud it. 
ii Joy 10 the juſt to do Judgment, or, as the Word. 
may. be rendered, hat which, is right (a). Ye ul 
have your Pleafares 3 in more Purity and Abun. 
dance than the ſenſual or carnal do enjoy. Your 
Peace and Pleaſure is what the Wann neither 
bs, nor ein _ away. 
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« 4; 
5 Lr none that Ft cher File idlely, 
and hide their. Pound in a Napkin, Complain 
that their Time is WE For- Were it much 
| ſhorter than it is, tis but too long for them: 
and they haye more than they make a good vie 
of: We have Time enough. given us fo Work 
out. our | Salvation, and we want no more 'to 
throw away upon idle and wicked Purpoſes, 
Let us then walk circum peAly, not .as Fools, but 
as wiſe, redeeming the 9 Time. (a), and making the 
beſt-Uſe of all our and let us not. ima. 
ine, that if we da no. 17 we are thereby « ex. 
. Euſed from doing Good in our Day. Our Days 
and Years are a great Part of that Pound, which 
our LORD and SAVIOU R hath commanded us 
to occu y till. he come. e 
l * 1 INGE our LORD hath cormanided us tg 
cel till he come, and ſince therefore it is 
certain that he wall come af : aſk.an Account of 
all the Pounds and Talents intruſted to our Care, 
it ſhould be our great Buſineſs G.to manage and 
improve every Bleſſing, . Privilege and Of pportu- 
nity, as to have the Approbation of. GOD our 
great Maſter, |. It will not be long . before the 
LORD ſhall fay unto evety one of us, Give an 
account of thy Stewardſhip : For thou mayſt be 10 
| longer Steward, . And when. once. this. great De- 
mand is made upon us, we ſhall haye ho Time | 
to mend the Matter, and to correct our Miſtakes. 
- be Pains then which Sinners dun, (ken to. 
© ob v. 15. 16, 0 Luke xvi, . Fe M7. 


# 


Notions we embrace i in Favour of: our” irregu- 


5 Bag 
"7 oy fq 1 
| 9 


er t aiſles" wir fs Thighs tht heip 
eternal Affairs ar in good Order, will avaik 
them nothing in that Day of Acgunt. The? 
all ene of Excuſes, and all the wrong 


lar Inclinations, may now amuſe and pleaſe us, 
yet then ſhall We be aſhamed to plead them. 
Thoſe little ſecondary Sentiments in Religion, 
upon which oür Practice is formed, appear ae | 
be adjuſted and contrived for this World: and 


not for the next,” for Time and nor for- Feertils' 


. We now impoſe upon our felves' with 
pu eat Succeſs, and ſometimes we impoſe upon 

hers, ànd imagine that if they are not able tw 
demonſtrate to us our "Miſtakes, we are pers 
fectly ſafe. But ſuch make too much haſte. The 


proceſs is not yet over. They muſt give an ac 


count to GOD-as' well as to themſtlyes.” They 


are now their own. Judges, and they are favour- 


able and partial; but GOD at the Day of judgment 
will ſee thro all Diſguiſes, eber eons 

wrong: Step which they have taken to procure 
the A e of their own Mind. There is 
nothing would have a ſtronger and more natuy 
ral Tendency to correct thoſe. Miſtakes which 
Men induſtriouſſy run into, than to conſider 
that it is not their own preſent Fancies, but the 
Judgment of Gan that fctermines their Caſe 
and Condition, and then to ſuppoſe themſelves 
ſanding before his awful Tribunal (and there all 
of 4 ut) wb | til yy po * 
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no Diligence, no Care, no Pains; no Exactneſß, 


fed. Senteqce Mell dine gaod; and faithful. Ser. 


: while here, that we may at laſt 1 brought in 


ey. plead to 
17 755 reſalve Nl 
1 e& there as un. 
e dan der deceiye yourſelves, ye 
ry: Be not deceived —.—— 

„ Ca). God 15 not. mocked 
as ſometh that ſhall he. all reap 7.16 ye thin 
Cannot uſe too much Care and Precaution 
t ye may not be caſt ſor a; temporal Eſtate, 


too much to gain your great and laſt 
>, and to, procure to yourſelves the bleſ: 


. 


want, thou. hou 6 been faithful auer 4 few T, hings, I 
ill make the Ruler | over mam Things * Enter 
thou; into: the Foy of thy Lord. And may Gon 
in his Mercy ſo guide us with his Council 


A # 
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K nen 1 be his © 6 *@b befides theyre a 

19 18 vailing Excel: 8 of. Diverſions, % 
Which is.always finful, there are 2 

„ ſome of them now. in Vogue, 3 

140 which never can be lawful, when = 9 

« 0 with the -greatelt. Moderation in the: q 
Word, being. forbidden by the Ges- x 

ö theſe; 1: did- mean the Stage: But 1 
& & bad not Time 5% reaſon the Batter 
2 fully as was requiſite for Consiches in un |} 
| rand: favourite Point, I did forbear: m #1 


— 


nan it. It 48-20 hard Task to encounter Mens 
[Heads aad Heans at once: 1 ſhall, however, 


a ——— 


ie my Reaſons why 1 think the Stage unchrã 4 
0:4} and leave the Succeſs to Go, who yy 4 


— 


— 
2 ge 


bis Holy Spirit can bear, hone the 
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(a) Sermon Page 27. 
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To 40 
by haye likewiſe laid, that 401 it is th 
4 "Faith 


Toru of; us, but what: we are bound to 
4 4 bye the Law of ſature For ſeveral Thing 
Which that Lay hath left merely 8 0 
' Diſcretion; are by the Gosbzl niade Matt | 
_ of Command and Duty. "Marnification or "SH 
denial, which runs through the whole 272 C 

ſtian Life, is no Duty of nathral "ho 
only Matter of Prudence. Kin - It 
cherefore certain, that though the Hage were 
the moſt innocent and bunks Diyerſion 
| the World, it may, for the Abuſe of 1 iy be 

come the Subject of a divine- Frobibition. 

Ir is therefore not in Foint to argue that 
a are not, rior cannot be condemned 
by che Gobext, becaule when® well veformed, 
chere is nothing in them contradifory % 85 
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= - tural Morality or good Reaſon, ' * REN 
Ir is uten ble Matter öf Hiſtory * 
thole Plays haue Veen "Wnderfned by yer 
| Nations. And even the Atheniaur themſelves (5) 
| who, were the firſt and greateſt: Enecuragers 0 ok. 
| them, had a very mea Opinion of Comedies, | 
4 and: enacted 4 Law that no Areopugite mould 
4 preſume to write any: Though the Tragedies' 
4 the Laceurmonian was inthe right, who faid, 
. That in them Mey an l the Fool in good 
| | Fan 8 8 13 a9 >To 15 A Lal 9e 
th | ; yi an 50 7 23368 33 429 2 6g Ir 
i | 1 On W 4 0 IS wah 6 3, ile to 
| 


% 14 
"of 

enn 
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(4). i 
1 Ae very true, 8 85 * of 
Two” thouſand Ter hundred Vears, 1 may 
iy, Rom "firſt to laſt, there. always There, 
d are ſome Things to be amended and cor- 
ed in Stage plays. We are inform'd by Hu. 
md (a) that all Comedies before Menanzer | 
vere ſo undecent and obſcerie, that they were 


M ot fit for Slaves that had honeſt Men for their 
1 aſters. Our modern Patrons of the Stage 
re y out mightily againſt the Plays ot Antiqui. 
ns wicked and immoral and the Author of 
Sh he antiem ana modern Stages ſurveyed,” in parti. 


kr, hath ſpent a great Part of his Book to ex- 
oe the Faults of che ancient Stage, in order 
o excuſe or extenuate thoſe of the Elf Stage 
n his own: Time. And to this Aramatick 
uthors aud their Criticks find Fault win 


*: {Wax-houſe- Performances,” And 1 do believe 
t bat impartial: Judges peruſiag Flays with a 
rel iſtian Eye, might nd Tome Things blame. 
N. in the very deſt of then. 

. Now can any Man imagine, that it Would 
„% n umeaſonable Hardſhip, or that if Wollld 
514 ayour of too much Severity, if Gop, foreſee. 
47 Ins the incorrigible Wickedneſs of the = 
id. , at, leaſt, the hitherto uncorrected Abuſe of 
wa Theatre, ſhould have forbidden it — 
er in che Gosprti? For the Abuſe of f 


een Serpent, preſerved long as a Monument 
fa miraculous Cure, it Was at laſt deſtroyed 


* Pati ff i VP 45 Mom UL An ow hte G 38 
@) Sage: Lt. 7. Ge 8, 60 » King 18. 4. 


en · Feooe ung Herekiab (59. An ſuch a Anne | 
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(4) 
wor ud ingiray: lay 8 Wit 
Cl ſlible Corrections and Refarmationg, 1 
Bolt nothing. inconſiſtent with, the-Wiſdom, 
4 1 050 of GOD, nor with che Nature and 
Spirit. . the Wan Hieb. aul un 
as 8 12 port eee ts 2604 {5 
OS A if we * give „ 
| BER 


of the: Kage; it was highly expedient, 

V gtely neceſſary: to have condemned 
the, Plays praRiſed in the: primitive Times af 
4 Che Panty. He owns that (40 the GOSPEL 
ch dgth, not. humour the: Inclinations, non in 
SD cules the Appetites of the People To th 
2 < Buxity of, its Doctrine a: Conformity of 
,n PB Mannen Was required. It curbs Fu 

1 40 Bons, and moderates the Deſire; - Inſtead 
th komp and Ceremony, Simplicity and 80 
. briety were to be the Entertainments df 
4 4 Chriians.—.— The Fathers therefore, who| 
& knew how: hand it was to keep: the. Appe 
4 tites in an intire Subjection, tooh Care to 
_  fortify, as ſtrongly as poſſible; thoſe Parts in 
4 en they expected the Rebellion: ſhould 
i oh 'break. out, The Plays, of all the Hes 
| n Solemnitigs were thoſe. that gave the 
4 ſtrongeſt Temptations to tha new Con 
9 10 . Io obyiate theſe Dangers; they 
e ſummqned all thein Prudence and all their 
A., They omitted e — 4 Rhe 
4 rarick * Katy, ach lupply, "A rnignte 


1 Io * I i N 1 . b 3 ** * > 3 & 
14-25 * W 14 # 2 f 14 155 1 ry 0 4 7 2 60 4 
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4 perfiage l Men PR £48 Diverfions dr 


Ni « w lei l and "Carition: any! more: that. 
MI f wartirafinty? inns ff od ee 
om e e Was a8 Wicked abd Uanges 
and mus in the Days ofethe A poſtles, ab it Was 
tien two, er three, or five hundred Vears/[thereafl 
ee chen the Fathers ſpabe Againſt it wich ſo 


and Gaution any more than dur neceſſary. And 


me Wickedneſs of the Stage; and the Danger 
anſing froth t; one wauld think they wanted 


poſſeſt of. This Would bear hard upon 


were 


PEL, itlelf as a Rule of Life, 


egit 11 11 1 1 "oak 340 | 13 10 343 Dt * 


Wu harr been told, [nel told: agdin, hy the 
Nate of the Stage, W: Yeh dramatick 
* ents nl. it might raiſe 
« alittle Wonder why the Apoites, 


4 who Went 
tin “ forth: by a ſpecial Command of the Almigh- 


lea. 4. tance and the. Kingdom ef Heaven thar-ſo 
the « exactly performed that great Cominiſſihn, as 
Con: « erraign Vice and: Impiety from dhe hig li- 
hey K eſt to the o weſt in all its ſeveral Branches, 


* ſhould travel through: i, many Nationsyarit] 
J 0 'nigO TOC HONG 10 F 2 l meet 
0 Hints ia Defence of ma Eaternainents. 


| if. the Apoſtles have no where declared zguinlt 
Part of that neceſſary Zeal which the Fathers 
tolical Integrity, and updn: the G8. | 


at leaſt: as Jong 
is the, Wickedneſs of the. EP iy + Stage 


% to convert all Nations, preaching Repeh - 


13 


— 1 
e 


much Warmth and Zeal. 0 wan them Le 


5 thoſe Miſfenaries of Salvation 
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«meet; at every 9 Thteatres and 
4 players ſtaring them in che F ace, did not 4 
c reprimand them. It is rational: to think that 
« hoſe! divine Monitors who ſet Bars to the 
«Eye, Ear and Tongue, would hardly have 
1 left the broad Gates to the Play-houſe open, 
% without one Warning to the unwary Chri. 
<. tian, in ſo direct a Road to Ferdition“ 
One would think thoſe Gentlemen were in Jef, 
if they themſelves, amd every Body that knows 
any Thing of the Matter, did not know that ſuch 
 aQually Was the — in the Days of the 
e e Win 0 

N. iaking at his . granted} and I do 
admit it as Truth, and adding thereto the u. 
eſſary Zeal. of the [primitive Fathers againſt 
the Theatre; it amounts rather to an a1 . 
ment of the Apoſtles for their criminal Silence, 
than to a Defence af the Stage. The Apoſtles 
bad perpetual Occaſions of "ſpeaking againſt the 
Stage, the Fathers did it commendably, and wert 
obliged of Neceſſity ſo to do, ànd had they not 
done it, they muſt have wanted Chriftian Zeil. 
And who then wyauld imagine, that the Apoſtles 
never ſaid one ſingle Word againſt thoſe pro- 
Hane, lewd, wicked dramatical Entertaihments? 
They that have a greater Regard to the Stage 
than to the Sincerity, Faithfülneſs and Dili. 
.zence of the Apoſtles, may ſink the New Te- 
amen, for the Preſervation of Comedies and 
9 a 8 as " am * another Opinion, I 


Feng, z m de br, dc dd kk phe 
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aw 


4 ee wa For We are We 2 
that uy if it is firitol to 8⁰ to a Play (add No- 
body doubts but it was 4 Sin to go the ſintul 
Plays of the apoſtol ical Times) he deſerves not 
the Name of a Chriſtian that endeavours: not 

—_ the World from it as {incerely as 


he "Nine of Obriftians: or they did diſſuade. 
the A from the Stage as "fincerely * they 
cou ee 

FTuts, at leaſt ſhould oblige us to ſearch the 


Scriptures with all imaginable Candour, to ſee 


if there is any Thing contained” in them, that 
tin amount to a” Ffohibition of Stage-Plays: 
And untill we have ſearched, with the greateſt 
Diligence, we ought not to aſfume to ourſelves 
a" poſitive Afitrance, that there. is no Text in 
Scripture that condemns them.” Methinks, fax 


the Honour of the"Apoftles, and for. the Credit 


of our Holy Religion, every Chriſtian ſhould wiſh 
rather to find gut ſome exprels or conſequentis 


that the Apoſtles did not faithfully execute their 
great Commiſſion to un Men from Darkneſs ants 
Libs: 'My Principles as 3 Chriſtian and as 2 
froteſtant, ſlrall always hinder me to affirm 
that there is not one Text in Keripture which 
condemns the heathen Stage, eyen tho* I could 
not find ir out. mu the | for a the Diyerfions'in 
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order 10, put: a Hfter 


* Play, in 
Reſpet wh e Ch 
the Ap e BEES 
th doſes n ek he Go 
doth depend. One e 12 a « 
flian would not take Pains to explain away any 
| Falſuge that ſeems to make againſt the Theatre, 
aid that he were more to ſulpe >ted of for, 


cing the Lies the {ig out a” 1 Way 
do meet , wi 


hay AY: | 10 FT 
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5 
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or 
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 $efting, which are not urn; : Hr rather giving 
o Thanks, IT 1-4 15 K 111 1 2 2 
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For this Je FOUL oF "ig, 10. „Pe, T's nor 
Perſon, Nor couetous: Mar, ub 20 an . 
th quy, Tuberitance-/ td the; ace 
0 T 51 107. 1 x9, 
4 0 you wi - Dain... 
+. Things cometh the. a 


1 


e e Ch res of Diſotedience 5 
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bupels in ah the M ian endung 
ſatisfy, me that the: holy Apeſtles Bib their 8 
and declared againſtt the · Stage · plays of tha 


aue hereby; prohibited by the Apoſtle. Aud 


Fays, to turn the 
Ways (a). 
in its kin 


Meaning 


and I kall thereſare: give itreoms 


„He fairly A that cc. Frltlh 


our Comedies, and then: fande talbin 
4 little Improvement, ſnalli du pay 
nnch with our Tragedies. MHiis, faith hey 


tch, than exer he intended. -und which 
Way; cn any Man know. that the Apoſile'y 
Intention. was ng him as; tor: Have reached 
the, Comedies and 


Time. 


to.neach.. the. Length af the heathen - 


it. e Mond of Cu 
| 0 y 1 A 4+ $2 85 5 
* : 4 * ae 1 e\ 
„ \ \* 855 vi "X38 "4 4 an vn 
: 4 * by 5, * 
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Deſeuc a we uren in 


WE * 


(47) 
2 8 ST 
„Tas Faſſage, were there no more e thi 


Time, And more than that; I:yerihy: bellexa 
that all Stage plays, bath ancient and müden 


what. confirms me. the more in this Opinion; iss 

the Pains taken by an inganitus: Defaaless bf 
another 

The Attempt is > Rare aß Ulm ioſity 


pleats. SOOT) Mato O01 WINGER 10 ** 


e ad. il jefing ul — — 2 : 


15 ta put the Apoſtle's: Meapingi to; achigher 


Tragedlies of his OW - w 
The Words do not want ti ber ſtretohied 
Stags; and 
hk page? to have: intended abs. 


8 


Fl 2-4 


wary Chiiftian'to" * lit OY ng l into 
the Way ot Perdition, any one right ex. 
from his apoſtolical Teal. I perfaade my: 
f they would freely allow this Text co demo- 
lum the Theatres of the Heathens, were it not 

for Fear the preſent Stage might be involved in 
the Ruins. To ſave our own. Comedies ind 
Tragedies, the ingenious Author thinks he bath 
found out a Way: to bring down the Apoſtle 
Meaning more than one half,” He fays, © Un- 
4 leſs we can be that St. uu forbids 
& all obſcene, filthy; fooliſh talking and jeſting, 


& under the ſame Penalty that he d6th' Fornicati- 


actual Uncleanneſs or Covetouſneſs, I 
c cannot ſee how the Words can do half 'the 
4 intended Execution. And this he thinks can. 
ct not be made out; ſince tie Ich Verſe being 2 
« Recapitulition of the Crimes that exclude from 
the Kingdom of God, hath not one Word 'of 
_ «- obſcene; filthy, fooliſh or idle talking or jeſt. 
9 ing: And to give the clear, true and full 
” NM St. ' Paul in the Place, he takes 
che Freedom to change the Order of his 
6 Words, and makes him this adviſe: and ex. 
4 hort che Epheſians. © 
| »Brethren, be ye Followers of Ga" at "Fa *. 
| dren:\ ul ur for Fornication, Uuclkunneft 6 or C- 
vetonſueſi, let them not onte *. named” among you, 
not named with Allowance, not named with any 
Extenuation, not named but with ſome Deteſtation, 
85 becometh Sqintic For ye ail nam that no Whore 


1 Ro : 
Vie — 


eke, or unclean Perſon, * covetous fi 
i "ant Tablater, bath: any. Inheritance in the Knglom Wo 
of | Gd, or 55 Chrift, . Mitber do je, ty Brel. 41 
ren Lide your ſelves. over 4% encourage others in ob. 1 
ſcene, filthy, ailton Diſcourſes, fooliſh talking ar 
unſeaſonable- Teſting, . which are not  conventent 
Bu, rather ſpend your precious Time in Prayer to 
God for. thoſe good Things ye daily fland in Need of, 
and in praifing his holy Name for all thoſe Bleſings, 
be bath Already beſtowed upon you.” 3 
Fo this Paraphraſe of his own making, 
E he, dbſeryes the vaſt Difference St. Puu Him- ; | 
« elk“ makes between actual Uncleanneſs and i 
« Ob enity of Speech, that being by him for- 
« bidden under the higheft Paſs imaginable, 
this äs inconvenient, and then only Criminal 
« of Sinful, when either us in Exceſs, by Way 
«of Encouragement ro others, or by ourſelves | 
« ſet vp in Competition with our Duty to Gp. 
"He owns that the Words of the Apoſtle 
ſweep both Comedies and Tragedies, 1 not 
under the "higheſt Penalty. That is, The Stage 
is not damnably but venially ſinful; which Di- 
ſtinction takes no Place among Proteſtants, 10 
excel oblee e Talking and” Jeſting from the 
ligheſt Fenaliy, he acts the Part of a very bold 
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Commentator, and changes the Order of the 

Apoſtle's Words. He makes Obſcenity of Speech 

Criminal” or Sintul, only When uſed 1 in Exceſs 2 

and not then either, unleſs 1 it is uſed 1 in Exceſs 1 

y Way of Encouragement to others; 3 or When - 
, 485 * | PN: 7 : 4 We | | 


5 
: N 
. WW. 
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8 ws ft it N Comperitio * A as "OM to 
could have” imagined that the 


Go ky, Then” 155 tle of. the Gentiles 
did 1 55 talk at Re" 4 Rate. For to ſet 
this 'lay: ule > Paraphra le in another \Light, I 
conce we. It, runs to this ! Effect. 
45 an, Apoſtle, anc now. er the In. 
c mn of.the Holy rut, do forbid all ob- 
£ © ſeetie, . 5 wanton. iſcourſes, fooliſh: Talk 
ſting: but don't ima ine that 1 for. 
wy 2 0 8 Ne as b which Will exclude you 
HIRE ee of Cart and. of Gov. 
by Wy 1 is a very Ereat Diſtinction to be 
made between acdu 1 8 and Obſce · 
A 5 1 Cl 
4 as well as in Exc S, is always 
e Obſcenity « of Speech is only ſin- 


MN ful- FRET Je, WY, 5 it, and that too, only 
cf 


wh 
7 , ment 


8 2 


e exceed in it by Way of Encourage. 
970 to Others. 8 they Gov hath hore. 


| den den yo he Uſe ot obſcene heh yet if ye 


ind to uſe i it, ye may freely and fafely 

"7 pe you di not  diſabey Gon,inCom- 
a With your Duty to bim. And in this 
# Senſe only ye are to uriderftand my Words, for 
© fear Wn I ſhould be ſulpeRted of a Deſign of 
« ſhurting up. the broad Gates of the Play ; if 
4 and of warning the unyary Chriſtian of ſo 


3 direct 2 Road to Ferdition, tho' in all other 


Caſes we. Apoſtles ſet Bars ta the Eye, Ear 
9 nd Tongue, and to very ſmalleſt 9 
chat 


v. * 
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— . 


© that might admit FED . ter Is not 
this to liftort the Help d been, With a Wi 1. 
nels, only becauſe they point againſt Plays, and 
would Weep both Comedies and Digedies 
from: off the Stage,” < DUR mein eb 
Bur let us try whether, without changing, the 
Order of the Apöſtle's hey they tan bear a 
more worthy Meaning. And in order thereto, 
obſerve 73. That in the Chriſtan Churches 2. 
mong the Gentiles, there were ſeveral Jews of 
the Diſperſion, and ſome ſuch in the Church of 
Ephefus, as is to be ſeen Als xix. 17. And the 
Apoſtle, 15 bis Epiftles,” ſpeaks ſometimes to 
the Jewi and Hertie to the Gentile Cott» 
verts, and bbometimes to both. 2. Obſerve, That 
when'GOD forbids Idolatry, he fays, Econ; 
that have ſuid ung gau, be circum pelt and m 
no mention of the Names of other "= nettber let 
it be heard out of your Moitth. (a) And the Hnogtlle 
better to teſtify their Averſion to ſome. bertaln 
Things torbidden by their Law, did forbear to 
name them. For inſtance, for Swme-they uſed 
the Werd'an unthan'T "mg. g. J Obſerve, That the 
Word in the Original,” 5 which we tranſlate 
Teſting; fignities: the Boffobnries of the Theatre. 
Obſerve 4. That all thoſe Things here mention 
ed by the Apoſtle were common and ordinary 
among the Gentiles, T mean the Crerbs and Ra- 
mans, and by the Groſs and Body of the People 
9 were, not reckohd Criminal. Theſe Re- 
eren eee, 
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ſte ole 5 1 preſume | to. make 10 
following Faraphraſe of the Paſſage, before us, 
„ BatTHREN, be ye Followers of God a; 
« gear Children, and as for Fornication, Un. 
e cleannefs, Coyetouſneſs, I, do forbid. "them 
e in the ſtrongeſt manner, and as Things to 
„ which ye ought to bear the greateſt Averſl 
<. on: And let theme not once be named 2 
£ mong you, not named with Approbation, 
< not named with Pleaſure, not named with 
Extenuation, and never named without Ne. 
5 ceſſity; for they are unworthy of and unbe. 
4. coming Saints and Chriſtians. 1 likewiſe 
4 forbid filthy and fooliſh talking, and the Buf 
„ foonries of the Theatre, which are noways 
a : convenient for vou, but on the contrary, 
0 
ee Calling and holy Frofeſſion; i i 
"« and ſpiritual Songs of Praiſe and Bleſſing 
4 your Go D, being much more te 4 
4 your Caſe as Chriſtians. For, now, ye that 
4e have been converted from . Judaiſm, + ver) 
% well know; and ye kney it before your Con. 
IJ 4. verſion, from the Decalogue, that no Whore- 
4 monger, nor unclean. Ferſon, nor coyetous 
4. Man, who is an Idolater, can have any In- 
e heritance in the Kingdom of Gon, which is 
c“ the Kingdom of CHRIST. And ye that have 
K. \forkken the Idolatry of the Heathen, i in or- 
4 der to become Chriffians, don't imagine, 
« that thoſe TW? which 1 as an ee for. 
earn bid 


highly inconvenient for People of your grave | 


« velling VG and 175 Evil of you fort hot doin 


« mw BJ all, 8 8 Win er Garnleceh 


« 'yerts, are the Jeſs dangerous and ſinful, be- 


1 AE they are ordinary and common a1 0 
« the Gentiles from whom ye have 0 5 

60 yourſelves... And” tho? there 
« wanting among them, and” 5 5 Aeg 
« yourlelyes, witty Men that ſhall "endeayoL 


« to perſwade: you, chat there' is no: Tanner of 
« Harm or Crime in 1 855 Thin 0 let them 


pecious, "but 


« Rake * ht of, the Wah by 0 the 1527 


«eſt of all Penalties) cometh upon che Chil 


4 Aren. of Diſobedience. And co thy think | 


4 *# anz. that ye run not with "Them," as 
merh, into the ſame Exceſs of Ri and Re. 


« ir, de not ye Partakers with them itt th 
1 their Crimes, that ye partake not alſo of the 
« dreadful Funimment, the Wrath of. 60D, 
jo and Excluſion from his Kingdom,” 

"By. this Paraphraſe, which take 10 A the 


*ApoRle's Meaning, the Theatre falls ta the 
Ground, and the wide Gates of the Play- houſe 


are alt wut. "The Dete nders of the Stage al- 


. 


low,” that it would Wark been a commendable 


and neceſſary Zeal in the Apoſtles to have de- 
clared againſt the Theatres of their Time, that 


met es N Where in the Herd, Avi fo 


it!. 
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Pa the Ldolatry of ; it 


5 1; Ls 12 not Rb that this is 
but 8 


50 1 9 For pubück Stews 
prohip 0 nominat im, and yet Every 
ody, believes they are forbidden by the fame 
Nie, orbids 'ornication and Olean 


BN (eaxching. the; Kevelling 
bo vie menpned in our Tr New 

eftament. «: ds he Word: 18. purely Sutter ang 
not very: uſual in our ordin nverſ tion: 
And Ro wonder, top until of je. th ing 
itſelf hath been, very uncsmmon among, 


us. 


In a legal, or mupicipah Low-ſcaſe, .it."takes in 


| bi publick Shows, and ne Stage among the 
el "I . gk is EO my Wo 4. e 


e e e | + Bw 
* /* cin kate rang: 19. 155 E the Maj 


e Revels Dues. k ſeems our Comedians hold 
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an. expr ef 
5 7 Ge and crying 
4; namoral . eatres 


| the, . me Resto, Fo 9 Con- 
Fg) jou | boy 17 the fume 


, hn dow. Af F nn : 


"thigh of our Teh ory the Srigs is 
0 23 Heathen and Uncltriſtan. 
TR Apöſtle Pint, Gul. . bees bd, 
among the Works of the Flein wy K. Now- 
the Werks of the Fleſh ure man, | which dre 
theſe, Adultery, Fornication, Duc lane, Lat 
viouſneſs, Tdolatry, W lieber, Hafen, Vu , 
Emilations, Writh, Se, Kain, e, 
Envyings, Murders, Drunkenneſs, Revollhge, nd 
ſuch like, of the which I tell you brfets; 4. hau 
2 in Tome paſt, that thiy who ds ſurb Ab 
ſrall- not inberit the Aingaom of. G If Reval! 
lings fi nies Stage-plays, it is evident the. Apoftle 
had offen forbidden them, and chat under theo 
higbeſt Penalty, Excluſion from the Kingdom 
of God. The Sarißtioh is exceedingIy awful, and 
ſhould keep us ar a Piſtance from any Thing thar 
bur eden reſembles the Theatre'6f the Heathen. 
Tus other Paſſage where Ruvellngi is men- 
ed, is 1 Pet, ir. z. The Time fat of enn, 
pon may fuffice. us to haue mroig bt th Wall of) 
nile, when we walked in Laſeiviouſneſs,» 
4 85 Bureſs 0 of Wine, Revdllings,' Banquetings,' 
and abominable Tales. 
ng, mentioned Rom. xiil. 12. is origitially the: 
ſame. with what is here rendered Revelling. - The: 
Night is far, ſpent, the Day it at Hana 
fe caft off the Works of Darkueſi, umd let 
as put on the Armour of Light, and walk boneftly' 
ar in the Day, lot in Rioting Cor in" Reveling) 
ad * c and N. . 


1 5 R of 
be." 4 x J 


And the Word Riots. . 


r e 


1 * 
| \ 


8 36 1 * 
not in ' Strife: and. IS Now, Whatever is 
here forbidden by the Word Revelling, is for. 
bidden as a heathniſh Crime, and ſuch $5. is un. 
worthy of our Chriſtian Profeſſion. 
+ Fork my Fart, I do not think that our Tran. 
lators have miſtaken the Meaning of the Apo. 
files, for the Word Ronni, in the original (a), 
includes all vain, laſcivious, ludicrous and j Jocu- 
lar Repreſentations, not only dancing and luxu- 
rious Feaſting, but wanton, light and amorous 
Interludes; and 1 do believe, is the very ſame 
— Whom: which the Word Comedy is derived. "Hy 
Now, fince-Kevellings phe > tg all ludi- 
cen and jocular Repreſentations, and all wan. 
ton light and amorous Interludes, We "have no 
Right to contract, and ſhorten AY the Senſe 9 
al the Word to Gluttony, or Exceſs in eating 
and feaſting. And if we, ſhould once begin. 
to ed the Word, there would be no Eod, | 
until the whole Meaning was deſtroyed. One 
fakes away Interlades, another takes away Dan- 
cing, and a third takes away Feaſting, and all 
the Exceſs, that- uſually attended it. And the 
7 Prohibition could never take 32 


HAS S S 


3 


enn 


„ © 64 © c- 


I. is lewis 1 . 1 Pet. 
iv. Drunkenneſt and Banguetimg are both men- 
tioned: An Revelli muſt, ſignify ſomething 
Which i is not ee the. * Me . 

n 


2 0 


7 x 


4 SAD Wo 1 


=4 
| 
| 
| 
* 
14 
1 
44 
1 
+32 
| 
F 


: | confining an der 


th 


1 85 128 i: is Wee 
37 PH * 7 0 for- 


«lical Oey od 
tler Way för the 2 5 drmation and * of 


. loſt Woffd, 'and they ate 
WhO have Reco urls Jo They, ae gut on = 


for uttaining *that ; reat.an TH Ges Tha 
Wild doc a the fo. 


eh and Profe, All the 


tha Hh "Work gr 
15 190 eral — 4 
And gſter deni 
"Wal by Hum knew 
75 hes tg ab tBidach 

0 tb 5 For 3 ca 
a 5 | q the Sage, ad 1 thoſe 
e and godly .Reformation 

begins at the Heart. t ched Fine ne 

Cor; wil never l ae 
„ e 0208 e e noni rin 183 tuc _— 

$7 56 x 


= 01 1. W We e 4 4267 Þ 


. * 


— „ oa. 


(59 

; this Wold 1 N 1 as: _ 
4 ridiculing ot Vice, it is in itſelf fin» 
ful. The Sins Se the World calt for Rivers 
Jof Tears, and not for Laughter, It is a poor 
Sport to make merry with your own, or with 
the Sins and Miſeries of others. The bleſſed - 
Man doth not ſtand in the Way of Funeri, nor 
doth he fit in the Seat of the Scornful (a): Br 
Fools make a Mock at Sin (5). A certain De. 
ſender of the Stage acknowledges, „That nao 
Vice but ſuch as the Audience may aar, 
« laugh at ought to be brought into a Come - 
4 dy (e).“ And it all Vices are Sins, (and! 
believe they are) none at all ought robe arr 
upon the Stage. And as for the little unſinful 
Follies that are below the Dignity of the Pul- 
pit to take Notice of, to IX, them corrected 
and amended, is of ſo little Importance to So« 
| ciety, that it can never juſtify the unncceſſur 
Lok of Time and Money thrown away _ 
the Play-houſe, and far leſs can it ir me” 
Breach of an Apoftolical Prohibition. 

Tursx are the Reaſons for which I think tho 
Stage ſinful and unchriſtian. „ 
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